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Information for Parents on Reception Children Returning to School 
 

This document contains information that you need to know if your Reception child will be coming to school 

from Thursday 11th June, should schools reopen to some pupils as planned. To keep everyone safe it is really 

important that everyone follows this guidance. Please take the time to read it carefully. 

 

This guidance will be reviewed regularly and any changes will be sent to parents to keep you updated. 

 

School Uniform: 

 Summer Uniform 

 The children should wear summer school uniform to school as far as possible. 

 Children do not have to wear school shoes at the moment, but plain trainers may be worn, this is 

so that we can do outdoor activities without having to get the children changed. Girls may like 

to wear shorts under their summer dresses. 

 Best guidance is that children should have fresh uniform every day; your support with this would 

be appreciated. 

 Children should also bring a named waterproof coat and sun hat to school each day as the 

guidance is for children to be outside as much as possible. 

 

 Book Bags / School Bags 

 Children should not bring a book bag or school bag to school. 

 Children should only bring their packed lunch and water bottle to school (both clearly named). 

 Water bottles must go home daily to be thoroughly cleaned. 

 

Arriving at School: 

 Reception children and their siblings should arrive at school between 9:15 am and 9:30 am 

 It is important that children arrive during this time as we are staggering the start of the school day 

to keep groups of children and parents separate from each other and reduce the risk of any 

infection spreading should a child become unwell. 

 If you have an older sibling who is also attending school your children should be dropped off this 

arrival time. 

 

 Drop on the Playground 

 All parents who drive to school must park in the carpark and walk to school. No-one should drive 

down to the school gates.  

 We will be operating a one-way system. 

 From the carpark, walk down the path on the left hand side as you are facing the school up to 

the school playground gate where you will be met and directed by a member of the leadership 

team. 
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 You will wait on the school playground at the designated location where you will be able to see 

Mrs Riseborough and your child will then walk over to her to be met for the day. 

 Whilst waiting you need to stand 2 metres apart. 

 You will then exit via the school playground gate and then the vehicle gate which will be open 

and walk up the opposite path to the carpark to ensure that we are able to keep families 2 

metres apart. 

 This system will be reviewed if there are any problems or safety concerns. 

 

 Late Arrival 

 Please ensure that your child arrives at school on time. 

 If you are unavoidably detained you will need to phone ahead to agree how your child should 

be dropped to school.  

 If your child is late please note that you will not be allowed to enter the school building. 

 

 Coming into the school building 

 Reception will enter through their normal cloakroom door where Mrs Riseborough will be waiting 

to greet the children.  

 The children will place their lunchbox and coat on their peg before going into the classroom to 

wash their hands. 

 The children will wash their hands in the Reception toilets. 

 There will be a queuing system in place for children to take turns to enter school. This will be 

monitored by a member of the Reception teaching team. 

 Once hands have been washed the children will be allowed to play in the classroom. 

 

Teaching and Learning: 

 Teaching Team 

 The children will be taught by Mrs Riseborough, Mrs Lawrence and Mrs Pierce. These staff 

members are all known well by the Reception children. 

 These 3 teachers will be with the children throughout the school day. 

 

 Teaching Pods 

 The children will be taught in up to two teaching pods containing no more than 15 children. 

 If only one pod is needed the children will be taught in the Reception classroom.  

 If a second pod is needed these children will be taught in the Year 3 classroom. Mrs Riseborough, 

Mrs Lawrence and Mrs Pierce will split themselves between these two pods on a rota basis. Mrs 

Riseborough will be planning all of the work for the children. 

 The children will be able to take a reading book home, but this should be placed in a basket 

outside the classroom when finished. They will then be able to choose a new one to take home. 

 The children will have a separate reading book in school, which must be kept in school. 

 

 Home Learning 

 Home learning provision will continue until the end of June. This is to support families in being able 

to make an informed choice about whether to send their child back to school. 

 The children in school will be completing the same maths and English learning as the children at 

home, but with teacher and TA support. 

 This will be reviewed if the Government continues with the wider opening of schools or if the 

majority of the class decide to attend school. 

 

 Classroom Layout 

 The classroom will be laid out to support the children with social distancing. 

 All soft furnishings and hard to clean resources will be removed from the classroom, including 

playdoh. 

 All internal doors will be kept open to avoid door handles having to be used and touched. 

 

 Outside Learning 

 Children should be outside as much as possible during the school day so children will have 

regular access to the outside learning area. 

 Each Reception learning pod will have its own designated space on the playground. 

 The children will complete outdoor art activities, sports activities, reading tasks etc. 
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Unstructured Times: 

 Play Time 

 In a school environment social distancing is nearly impossible, so the best that we can do is limit 

the number of children mixing and limit the number of staff interacting with each group. 

 Children need to be able to play and interact with each other. The children will be able to play 

ball games, but will be reminded that there should be no contact. 

 Children will be able to sit and talk to their friends, but again staying apart from each other. 

 Each pod will have its own set of play equipment and no other children in the school will play 

with that equipment. This will be cleaned regularly. 

 The children will wash their hands when they return from the playground before entering the 

classroom. 

 The children will have a 30 minute playtime to give time for handwashing and time to play and 

relax. 

 

 Lunchtime 

 It is hoped that from the week beginning the 8th June that school meals will be available to the 

children. Plans for this are being finalised and we will update you on school meals nearer the 

time. 

 Weather permitting the children with a packed lunch will eat outside in the orchard area. The 

children will sit together in their pods being encouraged to leave a space between each other. 

Both pods may eat together but in separate areas of the orchard. 

 Once the children have eaten their lunch they will go to their designated area of the playground 

to play with their friends. 

 If the weather is not good enough for the children to eat outside they will eat at a desk in the 

classroom. The desks will be wiped with antibacterial spray or wipes before and after they have 

eaten. 

 School dinners will also be eaten in the classroom. 

 The children will be supervised by their teaching team on a rota basis at all break times. This is so 

that the same adults will be kept with the pods at all times.  

 

 First Aid 

 If a child falls over, hurts themselves or becomes unwell please be assured that they will be 

helped and looked after. 

 Mrs Riseborough and Mrs Lawrence are both first aid trained so they will support your child with 

any injuries. 

 If first aid is administered then the First Aid Form will be sent home with your child as usual. 

 

 Toileting 

 The Reception children will be using the Reception toilets and they will be the only children using 

these toilets. 

 Children will have to ask permission to use the toilet so that hand washing and the number of 

children in the toilet can be closely monitored. 

 The children will need to wash their hands before they go to the toilet and after they go to the 

toilet. 

 Soap dispensers and hand towel stocks will be checked and replenished throughout the day. 

 

End of the School Day: 

 Social Distancing for Parents 

 Parents must social distance when dropping and collecting children to and from school. We 

need your help and support with this. 

 Only one parent / carer may come on site to collect a child from school. 

 If you need to bring a younger sibling with you they must be closely supervised at all times and 

must not play on any of the play equipment. 

 Reception children (and their older siblings) should be collected at the earlier time of 2:50 pm 

 Parents should stand 2 metres apart in the car park and grassed area, not the path. 

 Mrs Riseborough will line the children up on the main playground in their pods and will call out to 

you when your child is ready to be collected. 

 You will then be asked to walk to the school playground gate to collect your child, walk down 

the path and then exit through the vehicle gate and walk up the path on the far side. 
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 If you have a sibling in an older year group you should collect them at the same time. 

 

Child Showing Symptoms: 

 If anyone in your family is showing symptoms of Corona Virus, your child must not attend school and 

the family must self-isolate. 

 Please inform school immediately if your child has attended school and subsequently shows 

symptoms so we can take the necessary action. The latest guidance on what to do is available here: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-

home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 

 If your child becomes unwell during the school day with symptoms they will be immediately isolated 

from the rest of the children, you will be called and will need to collect your child as soon as possible. 

They will not be allowed to return to school for at least 7 days and any siblings will not be able to 

attend for 14 days in line with the guidance above. This is unless the child has a negative test result. 

 If your child does show symptoms or feels unwell their temperature will be taken and they will be 

isolated in the temporary medical room (music room). The room will be kept well ventilated, but the 

door will be kept closed. A staff member will supervise and look after the child from outside the door 

though the window. If they need to use the toilet they will use a separate toilet. Once collected the 

medical room will be deep cleaned. 

 

School Office Contact: 

 Parents will only be allowed to enter the school building with an appointment and then social 

distancing measures will be followed. 

 To limit contact in the school office please phone or e-mail in as many messages as possible. The 

phone and office e-mail are monitored and answered daily. 

 If you do need to come to the school office then only one person should enter the foyer area at one 

time and you will have to speak to Mrs. Best or Mrs. Hardes through the glass window. They will not be 

able to open the office window. 
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