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‘The Battle of Hastings’ 

  THE BIG IDEA 

Our topic this term is 1066.  It’s probably the most famous date in English 

history – we’re travelling back to 1066! These are troubled times and 

there is danger afoot. A much-loved king is dead and a French Duke 

has staked a claim for our kingdom. Not to mention all the other 

wannabe monarchs! Discover a changing England, shaped by shires, 

protected by castles and ruled by foreign knights.  

 

We will use the famous Bayeux Tapestry to explore the significant events 

of 1066. What happened when, and how did William come to be called 

the Conqueror? Also we will design a castle with defences strong 

enough to hold back the enemy. The children will began their topic off 

with a visit to Battle Abbey to explore the historic sight. 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

 Visit to Battle Abbey 

 Meet the Teacher 

 Poem and play performance 

 In History we will be learning about the Normans & Saxons: 

 We will find out about the Battle of Hastings 

 We will meet Harold Godwinson and his historic role 

 We will focus on life in Norman times by looking at the 

images on the Bayeaux Tapestry. 
 

In Art/DT we will be designing a way that Rapunzel can 

escape from her tower: 

 We will be drawing sections of the Bayeaux Tapestry 

and looking at the story within 

 Design and make a Doomsday book 

 Design and make a castle 

 Evaluate our designs 
 

In Music: 

 In Term 1 the children will be learning different skills in 

their Music lessons, focusing on the song ‘Mamma 

Mia’ by Abba. 

 The children will be learning to sing the song. In 

addition, they will be starting to play the glockenspiel 

and the recorder to this song 
 

In  PE we will be learning: 

 Invasion and defence techniques by playing netball 

 Children will work as teams to learn passing, marking 

and shooting skills 

 They children will then use these skills to play a match 

 The children will be taught yoga and mindfulness 

techniques by a qualified instructor 

 
In Computing the children will be learning to: 

 use coding 

 how to make an object move by using simple codes 

 create and make a character move using more 

complex codes 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

In RE  we have been learning about the 

Trinity. The children have been discussing 

the Christian belief that God is three 

elements in one: The Father (Creator of 

the Universe), The Son (Jesus) and the Holy 

Spirit. The children have been looking at 

art work, acting, freeze-framing, writing 

Kenning Poems and creating dances. 

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL,HEALTH & ECONOMIC 

EDUCATION 
 

This year we are starting a new scheme of 

work in PSHE called Jigsaw.  We have a 

class mascot whose name is Jaz and he is 

a blue puzzle piece.  He is going to help us 

with our PSHE.   

We have started this terms topic,  

which is ‘Being Me in My World’.   

We have discussed how it feels  

to be included and excluded.   

 

P.E. LESSONS 

 The children need to have their PE kit in 

school every day, but it should be taken 

home every couple of weeks so that it can 

be kept clean for lessons. 

 Jewellery MUST be removed, so if your child 

has pierced ears they will need a small pot 

to put their earrings in to keep them safe. 

 Long hair should be tied back for school, 

but MUST be tied back for P.E. Lessons so a 

spare hair band is useful. 

 



ENGLISH 

   

In English the children will be reading, discussing and analysing a 

variety of historical texts An example of this is, I was there 1066 The 

Norman Conquest by Jim Eldridge. Each story or extract we look at 

will develop the children’s knowledge of story writing.  This includes 

plots, vocabulary and character descriptions. 

 

As well as stories we will also be writing different Kenning poems.  

The children will then perform these to the class. Also we will be 

writing a play script based on 1066 and the children will act these 

out in groups. 
 

MATHS 

This term we will be looking at:  

 Place Value: Identifying the value of a digit in a number, rounding, partitioning numbers, comparing and 

ordering numbers, adding 1, 10,100  or 1000 to any given number 

 Addition and Subtraction: We will be adding and subtracting using the column method 

 Shape and space: Lastly we will be looking at the perimeter of rectilinear shapes 

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

Column addition of whole 

numbers and decimal 

numbers 

Column subtraction method 

using exchanging  

 

Short multiplication method 

using carrying 

 

Short division method  

 

CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

Children's home learning will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and it should be handed back in on the 

following Wednesday. Home learning is alternated weekly: 

 

 Week 1: Maths CGP Book, Spellings & 

 Week 2: Reading CGP Book, Spellings & Times tables  
 

I have found the greatest support that parents/carers can do at home is: Reading collaboratively (15 

minutes minimum per day), times tables practise and individual spelling booklet practise. 

Children will also have the chance to play home learning monopoly if they hand their home learning in on 

time and read 4 times a week (signed by an adult in their reading record). 

 

COMMUNICATION: 

 Please encourage your children to speak to me if they should have any concerns. I will be available 

at the end of school if you wish to speak to me directly. 

 In the morning Mrs Harvey or another member of the Senior Leadership Team is available on the 

school gate if you have a message that you would like to have passed on to me.  Please avoid 

coming into the mobile classroom. 

 If there is a matter that you need to discuss with me in more detail please make an appointment to 

discuss this with me. This can be done by speaking to me at the end of the day to make an 

appointment or by speaking to Mrs Hardes in the School Office. 

 


